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Aaron Samuel Mulenga

Aaron Samuel Mulenga (b. 1990, Lusaka,
Zambia) is a mixed media artist currently based
in Grahamstown, South Africa. He has recently
completed a Master of Fine Art degree from
Rhodes University and is currently pursuing
his PhD at the University of California, Santa
Cruz, where he seeks to pursue concepts
surrounding notions of power and how these
interact with one’s cultural identity.

His work explores themes of identity, power
and mobility. Currently the main focus of
his production deals with the concept of
transcendence, which can be understood
as a change in a person’s physiological
or psychological state that engenders an
awareness or sensation of going beyond one’s
usual experience of time, place or being. In
this state of transcendence his main focus has
been on the notion of flight and seeking ways
that people in Zambia have engaged with flight
through spiritual means.

Aaron has participated in  numerous
residencies, exhibitions and international
workshops, which include, Falconer Foundry
Residency Kwa-Zulu Natal South Africa, Absa
L’atalier Johannesburg, Turbine Art Fair, That
Art Fair Cape Town, Bisi Silva’'s CCA, FCa
Ghana, Robert Wilson’s Watermill Residency
New York, The Caribbean Contemporary Arts,

Trinidad and Tobago and Braziers International
workshop, London.

Exhibitions | Accolades

2019 FNB Art Joburg | Johannesburg, SA
2019 Stellenbosch Triennale | Stellenbosch
SA

2018 Converge | Raw Spot Gallery | SA

2018 Exhuming Histories | National Gallery
Livingstone | Zambia

2017 Absa L' Atalier | Johannesburg, Port
Elizabeth, South Africa

2016 Turbine Art Fair | SA

2016 Salvage | ArtEC

2015 That Art Fair | Cape Town, SA

Modzi Arts Gallery

Modzi Arts is a contemporary, conceptual art
space that works with artists to develop and
present new bodies of work. It was established
in 2016 with the vision on knowledge exchange,
experimenting, engagement and history as a
point to depart.

Our approach is based on fundamentals in
history to grow the Zambian multidisciplinary
and contemporary art scene to both local
and international audiences. The gallery has
increased the visibility and accessibility of
the arts within Zambia, while supporting the
professionalization of Zambian artists and the
reimagining of old curatorial approaches.
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