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Stary Mwaba
Stary Mwaba (b.1976, Chingola, Zambia)
obtained his Master of Fine Art degree from
Rhodes University and is a member of the
SARCHI research group - Geopolitics of Africa.
Mwaba is a Lusaka based artist, who went
through the Rockston Studios Apprentice
programme (1985) under Lutanda Mwamba.
Mwaba’s work, research and current working
process highlight specific subjects using
personal small narratives (Petitsrécits) that
engage with archival materials as components
of his work, these then function as the starting
point for the works to engage with the current
socio-political circumstances in Zambia. His
current works on newsprint comment on the
role of words used by the media as a tool for
propagation of information and perspective.
Mwaba explores the big narratives of the
‘Black Mountain’ or blackness he describes
as a multilayered space that surrounds the
Copperbelt region of Zambia that has been
influenced by external mining forces. Stary
burns out words that he feels are less or more
important, the newsprint is in the foreground
with the image in the background but looks
like it is imposed into the material.
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Modzi Arts Gallery
Modzi Arts is a contemporary, conceptual art
space that works with artists to develop and
present new bodies of work. It was established
in 2016 with the vision on knowledge exchange,
experimenting, engagement and history as a
point to depart.
Our approach is based on fundamentals in
history to grow the Zambian multidisciplinary
and contemporary art scene to both local
and international audiences. The gallery has
increased the visibility and accessibility of
the arts within Zambia, while supporting the
professionalization of Zambian artists and the
reimagining of old curatorial approaches.

